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Hello from the president 
 

Dear friends of PuRE-net,  
  
In little time, we will meet in Brussels at our Annual Conference. I am 
looking forward to seeing all of you again, and hear about new 
developments in your organizations. Our Belgian colleagues have created 
a full and very interesting program, which will include relevant topics for 
all of you. 
  

I am also delighted to share the news with you that we recently have been able to bring two 
new members (back) into our network: France and Greece. A warm welcome to both of you! 
You will be able to meet our new French member already in Brussels, and I am sure that we 
will meet our Greek colleagues soon at another event. In this newsletter you will find a brief 
introduction from our new friends. 
  
Earlier this year, the cooperation agreement between NEFPP and PuRE-net was signed, as 
we discussed at last year’s Annual Conference. The Canadian NEFPP and PuRE-net share 
many similarities, and we are looking forward to further the exchange between our 
networks. In this newsletter you will read a bit more about the cooperation,  and Toby 
Greenbaum, the executive director of NEFPP,  will elaborate more on the opportunities of 
this for all of you, during our conference in Brussels. 
  
Finally, I have to share with regret that I will be leaving our network soon. As you may know I 
am currently action Director General of the Dutch Central Government Real Estate Agency 
(RVB), and I have fulfilled this position with much joy in the past year. A new DG has recently 
been appointed in RVB, and this means my duties will finish. Per mid November, I will 
become Director General of Logius, an agency within the Ministry of the Interior that deals 
with ICT infrastructure between government, public bodies, civilians and companies. A big 
change and a big challenge.  But an unfortunate consequence of this, is that I will leave 
PuRE-net and the Steering Committee. At the Annual General Meeting this coming Monday, 
we will share with you the changes we have in mind for this. 
  
For now, I like to let you know that it has been an honour to represent PuRE-net as president 
for the past years, and that I am happy to meet you soon to say my good byes in person.   
  
With warm regards, 
  
Yvonne van der Brugge – Wolring 
President of PuRE-net 
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News from the Steering Committee  
The Steering Committee (SC) of PuRE-net is the backbone of the 
network, responsible for taking action and decisions that enable the 
network to be as effective as possible in achieving its goals and 
ambitions. The SC coordinates its many activities through a strategic, 
integrated, mission driven Work Program and a number of meetings  
to discuss its progress. 

 
SC meeting 2/2017 – 22 and 23 May 2017 

This May, the Steering Committee met at Senate Properties 
Headquarter in Helsinki. Next to the regular SC-meeting, where 
the SC set the activities agenda for coming months, Senate CEO 
Jar Sarjo elaborated on Senate’s strategy and Kaj Hedvall took 
the SC-members on a quick site visit of its offices. New ways of 
working are a fact in Finland! 
 

All documents related to the SC can be found on the PuRE-net website, in the members only 
section. The next SC-meeting is scheduled for 8 October in Brussels. 
 

Annual Conference 2017: Workplace as a service, Workplace at your 
service 
On 8-10 October over 50 representatives from 17 different countries gather in Brussels for 
PuRE-net’s Annual Conference, on the theme of  ‘Workplace as a service, workplace at your 
service’. 
  
As we all spend considerable time at work, it’s essential to 
get that workplace right from the start. A workplace is so 
much more than a desk,  a chair,  a laptop and an internet 
connection.  
 
 Join the conference and discover the results of a recent benchmarking, listen to real life 
experiences and learn how to implement ‘workplace as a service’ in your organization.  
 
Brussels is ready for you, are you ready for Brussels?  
 
PuRE-net Activities 
In the past months a number of activities have taken place. A brief recap. All meeting 
materials can be found on the PuRE-net website,  in the members only section. 
 
Virtual Session on Prison Management, 25 April 2017 

BIG, Austria hosted the first virtual session for PuRE-net. Topic 
of discussion was the management of prisons. After a brief 
overview of how prisons were part of the participants 
portfolio, the group exchanged some challenges and best 
practices, with a specific eye on energy efficiency and 
sustainability measures.  
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The group will continue to exchange via email/videoconference. If others are interested in 
joining this work group, please contact BIG, Peter.Hoeflechner@big.at  
 
WT KPI – Prague, 11 and 12 May 2017  

The 2nd Working Table on KPI’s (Key Performance Indicators) 
was held in May in Prague, Czech Republic, co-organised by 
Office for Government Representation in Property Affairs 
(OGRPA), Czech Republic and Statsbygg, Norway. With 33 
delegates from 14 different countries, the Working Table can 
be called a great success. The WT created an understanding 
on how to exchange specific KPIs (financial, portfolio and 

aorganisational indicators) between organisations. Key findings of this WT will be presented 
during the Annual Conference in Brussels. 
 
W4 – Tallinn, 18 – 21 June 2017 
WorldWide Workplace Web (W4) is an international forum 
of public sector real property professionals, set up by 
sister-network TWN, and open to PuRE-net members. It 
provides a unique learning environment for the next 
generation of executives in public sector organizations by 
facilitating collaboration, sharing best practices and 
discussing issues of common concern. 
 
This year, the central theme was “Service Design in Public 
Sector”. RKAS, Estonia, organised a very interesting 
program filled with presentations, discussions and hands-on workshops to deepen the view 
on the future of public-sector real estate and its changing role and services. Key findings will 
be presented at the Annual Conference. 
 
Upcoming events: 
Upcoming events include the next edition of the Working Table on Strategy, which will look 
into digital and the Working Table Sales strategies. More details to be announced at the 
Annual Conference. 
 

NEFPP – signing of the cooperation agreement 
In 2016, the Steering Committee proposed to its members to 
cooperate with the NEFPP, the Canadian National Executive 
Forum for Public Property, as the networks have significant 
similarities. The idea is to exchange research and best 
practices. The agreement was signed in Vancouver, Canada 
during the NEFPP Spring Conference by PuRE-net President 
Yvonne van der Brugge and NEFPP’s chairman, Christina 
Beja.  

 
Toby Greenbaum, the executive director (in the middle on this picture) will be present at our 
Annual Conference to elaborate on NEFPP topics and the possibilities for future cooperation. 
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New members: DiE, France and Greece 
This year PuRE-net welcomes two new members. Both in France and Greece the Real Estate 
activities are now under the responsibility of new organizations.  A brief introduction… 
 
DiE, France: The Department of Public Real Estate Property  (D-i-E) is 
part of the French General Directorate of Public Finances and 
Ministry of Finances. The State owned Real estate property 
represents in France considerable stakes (financial, social, 
environmental) with more than 100 million m² and nearly € 60 
billion in value. 
 
D-i-E implements an overall strategy for Government and public agencies. It develops IT 
systems in order to create an efficient management of the real estate portfolio. It brings 
high-level expertise to ministries for specific or complex real estate projects and is in charge 
of financial and legal issues concerning state owned properties, such as evaluations, income, 
fees etc. 
 
To fulfill its missions, the D-i-E has more than 1500 agents, of whom 100 are 
in central administration, 250 in the National Directorate of Domestic 
Interventions (DNID) and more than 1 200 in its regional network. 
At the Annual Conference, France will be represented by Mr Jildaz Ecolan, 
Head of the Strategy Office. 

 
GSPP  -  Greece: The General Secretariat of Public 
Property (GSPP) was established in 2011 and  
constitutes one of the General Secretariats of the 
Ministry.  

The role of the General Secretariat consists of in one hand the supervision, coordination and 
enforcement of government policy from the competent services and the legal entities that 
administrate, manage, utilize and protect public and welfare property and private property 
of the State and in the other hand, it consists of the promotion of privatizations securing 
their proper implementation and systematic monitoring, and of the effective management 
of transferring securities belonging to the State, in order to achieve maximum financial 
benefit.  
In addition, GSPP. directs, monitors, coordinates and controls the operation and the projects 
of the agencies, the corporate bodies and the committees under it, in order to ameliorate 
management and utilization of public and welfare property.  
PuRE-net looks forward to welcoming GSPP members at one of the next events. 
 

Sharing Knowledge   
Translating Research papers 

We cannot emphasize this enough: sharing knowledge is of key importance to 
our network. Therefore we invite you to let the secretariat become aware of 
interesting documents for sharing among our network. Translation into English 
can be arranged.. If you have interesting research that would qualify for trans-
lation, please contact the PuRE-net secretariat, via: 
pobox.RVB.international@rijksoverheid.nl 

mailto:pobox.RVB.international@rijksoverheid.nl

