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Hello from the president 
 
Dear friends of PuRE-net,  
 
I am excited to launch our first PuRE-net Newsletter, which we plan to 
publish 3 times a year. Via this newsletter we will give you updates on 
future activities within the network and interesting topics in the 
member organizations. Also, we will keep you informed on what 
happens in the Steering Committee. 
 

As you know, PuRE-net aims to promote, develop and represent a European public real 
estate reference framework. With this newsletter we want to contribute to these goals.  
 
I hope you find this PuRE-net newsletter a valuable resource in collecting information about 
the network and most importantly, that you enjoy reading it! 
 
Yvonne van der Brugge – Wolring 
President of PuRE-net 
 
PS I welcome your suggestions and feedback on this newsletter. Please send your comments 
to Marilette van As, PuRE-net coordinator at marilette.vanas@rijksoverheid.nl 
 
 

News from the Steering Committee  
The Steering Committee (SC)of PuRE-net is the backbone of the 
network, responsible for taking action and decisions that will enable 
the network to be as effective as possible in achieving its goals and 
ambitions. The SC coordinates its many activities through a strategic, 
integrated, mission driven Work Program and a number of meetings  
to discuss its progress. 

 
On 26 January the Steering Committee met in a virtual meeting on Skype. Among the topics 
discussed were the program of the upcoming annual conference, Working Tables, and our 
connections with the EU arena. The minutes of the meeting can be found on the PuRE-net 
website behind the login on http://www.pure-net.org/. 
 
The next Steering Committee meeting will be held in Berlin on 19 April. If you wish to put a 
topic on the agenda, please email marilette.vanas@rijksoverheid.nl 
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Save the date - Annual conference 2016 in Oslo   
From 25 to 28 September 2016 the annual conference will be 
held in Oslo, Norway. This year will be a joint TWN and PuRE-net 
event, organised by Statsbygg (Norwegian Directorate of Public 
Construction and Property) and Forsvarsbygg (Norwegian 
Defence Real Estate Agency). The 200 year anniversary of 
Statsbygg will give a special touch to the program. Statsbygg is 
both PuRE-net and TWN member, Forsvarsbygg is TWN member. 
 
Themes that will be touched upon in this conference are, among others, Efficiency, BIM and 
Security. The official invitation has been sent out last week by the organisation. We are 
looking forward to see you all there!  
 
More information on the annual conference: Ms Torill Johnsen, Torill.Johnsen@statsbygg.no 
 
 

W4 Conference 2016 
The WorldWide Workplace Web (W4) is an international forum of public 
sector real property professionals. It provides a unique learning environment 
for the next generation of executives in public sector organizations by 
facilitating collaboration, sharing best practices and discussing issues of 
common concern. In addition to offering great networking opportunities, the  

W4 annual conferences introduce participants to speakers from around the globe, many of 
them leaders in the diverse fields of real property.  
Between conferences, participants can use the network to seek help in resolving problems, 
share research initiatives and find partners for collaborative ventures. Sponsoring 
organisations gain through development of their future executives and access to a wealth of 
new ideas.  
 
W4 is a TWN-initiative that is run in collaboration with PuRE-Net. Therefore participation is 
open to delegates from your organization.  
 
The 2016 annual W4 conference will take place from 19 June to 23 June, in Mexico. Hosted 
by INDAABIN State Real Estate, Mexico. The preliminary program and invitation are attached 
to this newsletter. 
 
For more information on W4 or registration, please contact the PuRE-net coordinator, 
marilette.vanas@rijksoverheid.nl  

 
Working Tables 2016  

Building on the experiences from the previous year, a number 
of interesting Working Tables (WT) will be organised in 2016. 
This year we will also explore new ways to set up our WT-
meetings. For example, we are looking into the possibility to 
have virtual WT sessions, next to the face-to-face meetings. 
More details will follow soon. Upcoming WT’s are: 
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WT Office Space Solutions  - Berlin, 14 and 15 June 2015  

The 5th edition of the WT on Office Space Solutions is kindly 
organised by BImA, Germany. It will take place in Berlin.  

Central theme of the meeting is “space management”, and aims to discuss innovative office 
space concepts  and their implementation in governmental buildings.  
More details and how to register on the WT will be sent to you over the coming weeks. If 
you have any questions for now, please contact Ms Ute Weesbach, 
ute.weesbach@bundesimmobilien.de  
 
WT Strategy – Brussels, September 2016  (proposed date) 

Over the last three years, the Strategy WT has developed 
clear and innovative typology for understanding and 
explaining our strategy paradigms (2013), business 

models (2014) and triggers, impacts and adaptation paths in public real estate (2015). 
Building on the knowledge gained over the last three years, we want to better understand 
the participating organisations' ability and effectiveness in terms of lowering/controlling 
Total Cost of Ownership – considering rent models a key/crucial tool.  
A small working group is currently preparing for the 4th edition of the Strategy WT, and in 
line with previous editions, the WT will be supported by an external expert in this field.  
The proposal for this WT is currently put up in the SC for approval. More details will follow in 
the near future via email and the PuRE-net website. More information: Mr Peter Torp 
Madsen, ptm@bygts.dk 
 
Other Working Tables that are aimed to be organised later in the year: 
o WT on Key Performance Indicators – Lead: Statsbygg, Norway, hosted by Czech Republic. 
o WT Energy Strategy – Lead: Austria, may be a virtual session. 
o WT on Information Strategy – Lead: the Netherlands. 

 
 

Sharing Knowledge   
 
Collaboration with Canadian Real Estate Network – May 2016 

Earlier this year, Yvonne van der Brugge, as president of PuRE-
net, received a request to share European best practices with 
the Canadian National Executive Forum on Public Property 

(NEFPP) during their annual conference in May 2016. NEFPP brings together member 
organizations from all levels of government across Canada to create a public sector council 
where real property knowledge and best practices are exchanged, policy and governance 
issues debated and analyzed. The theme for the conference is “How Governments Optimize 
the Value and Functionality of Heritage Buildings and Properties”. 
 
The request is to share in a presentation at the NEFPP-conference how various European 
countries tackle the issue of heritage as it relates to government-owned real property, as 
well as outlining what policies and procedures have been used as guidelines and discuss the 
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challenges for countries having an enormous heritage portfolio to manage in an era of 
reduced budgets and conflicting priorities. 
 
After discussing the invitation in the Steering Committee and careful consideration, Yvonne 
has decided to accept the proposal to speak. PuRE-net aims to improve collaboration, also 
with sister- public networks outside Europe when the opportunity introduces itself, and we 
consider that we can learn also from the Canadian best practices.   
 
In order to create a solid European overview, we sent out an email with some questions 
regarding to this topic to all PuRE-net members. We kindly ask you will send your answers 
over the coming weeks, 7 April at the latest.  
 
Both the presentation –with an overview of the European heritage standpoints- and 
interesting best practices that will be obtained in Canada will be shared via the PuRE-net 
website at a later stage (behind login – under Research). If you have any questions regarding 
this, please contact  Marilette van As.  
 

 

Request for participation in INTERREG Europe and/or H2020 
Lithuania is looking for PuRE-net members that are interested in participating 
in an application to the INTERREG EUROPE and/or H2020 call for the project 
regard public building renovation seeking “A” class. The main field of project 
could be – renovation according energy efficiency and NZEB standards of 
public buildings seeking “A” class and finding ways of cost reduced 
modernization. Lithuania is currently waiting for an answer from two possible 
leading partners from Germany and is wondering if maybe PureNet-members 
are interested in joining. More information can be obtained from Dr. Kristina 
Bernotaite, Project manager at State Real Estate Bank of Lithuania, 

Kristina.Bernotaite@turtas.lt  
 
 

  Biedboek.nl – the Dutch online initiative to sell redundant property 
  Biedboek.nl is an initiative of the Dutch Central Government Real     
  Estate Agency (RVB),  established in 2013 to provide a transparent,   
  open and competitive manner of advertise real estate owned by   
  central government, that is up for sale, to the wider target group. In  
  addition to existing real estate and (commercial) usage rights, from  

2016 onwards, plots of land, locations for fuel stations and locations for wind turbines will 
also be placed on the website. Please look at the website www.biedboek.nl (also available in 
English) for more details. 
 
Request to share best practices: RVB is interested to learn if other PuRE-net members are 
also involved in similar online initiatives and if so, it may be a good opportunity to exchange 
our knowledge in this field. Please send your input to marilette.vanas@rijksoverheid.nl  
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PuRE-net website 
Besides this newsletter, the website of PuRE-net is also a good 
source for information. If you log in to the members-only area of 
the website, you can find information on the previous working 
tables, conferences and minutes of meetings of the steering 
committee.  
The latest addition to the site is a tab called “Research”. Every now 
and then there are questions asked by individual members to the 

network by email about specific topics. The tab “ Research” is created to collect information 
that has been gathered during such an enquiry. By doing this, the information will be saved 
and accessible to all members. 
 
 

Hello, goodbye... 
Goodbye Jindřich Novák  
Mr. Jindřich Novák has been tied with PuRE-net since its 
very beginning. He actively participated in all the Annual 
Conferences, starting with the Founding Conference in 
Rome in 2007 and ending with that last one in Vienna in 
2015, sitting out only one in Kronborg in 2009. Jindřich 
always took initiative and active part at numerous 
Working tables on different themes. For the OGRPA, 
Czech Republic, he presided the WTs on Core Business 
Information Systems in Prague (2012), in Tallinn (2013) 
and in The Hague (2014) and held the WT on Reports 
and KPIs in Prague in 2015 presided by Norway.  
It has been an honor to work with Jindřich and many of 
us have benefited from his wit and wisdom. He has been 
a great team member and his OGRPA colleague will 
need time to adjust to the idea that he is no longer in 
the next office. We hope he is going to enjoy directing 
his energies into other special interests. Best wishes for 
his retirement! 
 
Hana Pomahačová will be his successor as the Head of the Analytic Department at OGRPA 
and will be the contact person for PuRE-net. 
 
 
 


